The issues we face as Christians, are largely attritubeted to thie struggle of multiphrenia.

There are a serious amount of mitigating factors that cause such division and hurt in our society, world, and even church.

Language of “Rights”

Compartmentalizing everything.

Social saturation – we are hindered from the ability to have genuine, real relationships that get our undivided, full aand deserved attention.

To experience peace we need a significant reordering of things:

1. Baptism into the BODY of Christ – it’s not about me, the individual, but my but my place within the BODY of believers

2. Forgiveness – willingly forgiving others as we’ve been forgiven by Christ, the rippling effect God’s forgiveness should have on our lives. Think of it as this, the forgiveness of God is like a gian rock tossed in the center of a lake. The giagantic forgivness of Christ, causes a ripple effect of forgiveness throughout the ages.

3. Mutual admonition – We have the responsibility, as Christians, to work with one another and help one another through struggles. We should be able to talk to one another about sin, about hurt, and work through our dealings without one party getting deeply angered and offended at the other. It is not accusatory, it is speaking the truth in love – really.

So what keeps us from excperienceing peace?

Fragmentation – Socially Saturated individuals – we have so many different relationships, and instead of subtracting from the never ending cylce of friendships/relationships, we only add to our problems. We get involvedin more and more rare, our kids get involved in more things, our kids have grandkids…On and on it goes. WE have so many social occasions, be it work, church or play, it makes it difficult to manage – thus, there is very little peace offered in the present arrangement of our social structure.

Take a look at any working person in their 30’s. The odds are they have kids, or have gone through a divorce and remarried and are dealing with step children. They have a job but worry about what their job situation looks like. They have a social calendar that looks like the Presidents, with lunches, meetings, events, plans, committees…

If that isn’t enough, we get our kids involved in sports, in addition to their school work.

It’s a never-ending cycle. If we didn’t have enough contact with people already, many of us have added to an already saturated life FACEBOOK. So we can connect and socialize some more.

The statistics for Facebook are staggering – there are over 500 million ACTIVE users, have of them use it a day. At angy given point there are 250 million users on facebook.

The average number of friends for each user – 130 “friends.”

I’m friends  with a lot of people I would consider acquaintances, but I’m limited by language. Regardless of their relationships status with me, if we were to take five minutes to maintain the friendship through the week, it would take nearly 11 hours.

That doesn’t appear to me like enough time to invest in the lives of others, and impractical at doing so.

But it’s just one more thing to cling to, be a part of, another connecting point. I don’t mean to demonize Facebook, I sue it, I connect with people on it, and found it helpful at times for some ministry things.

My point is simple – in our socially connected culture, where we have ony so much of ourselves to pour out, we lack ability, strength to invest in the relationships that are right next to us.

I think of a glass, where we have 10 different glasses out – or whatever, and 1 complteely filled glass that represents us.

We have the ability to invest ourselves in others, but what we find is we are so spread out, so spread thin that we can’t hardly have a genuine relationship with anybody else.

A way out – Peace in the bond of Christ

Living the way of love

Baptism – it seems there is no better way to cultivate peace, than to enter into the baptismal waters and arise the new creation in Jesus Christ. If you are not baptized and are considering baptism, or are a Christian, this should be a source of encouragement in this discussion.

As I thought about the redemptive story of the Chilean miners, you knew I had to use it this week, didn’t you? Anyways, The Chilean miner story is a story of redemption. Coming out of the darkness, into the light, these men came from the depths of darkness into the loving and open arms of humanity. There destination, camp hope, their deliverance, Phoenix 2, a 624 pound capsule, engineered to carry one man at a time through a narrow canal, into new and restored life.

There are now talks of memorializing the Phoenix 2 as a symbol of hope.

It is not unlike our Christian testimony, we were lost, now are found. We have available to us new life as well. Now I certainly won’t idolize those miners, I’m surethe glitz and glamour of overnight popularity will reveal there true character, but here me on this, we share a common bond with them, we’ve come out of the darkness and into the light. WE’ve been given that same chance, of forgiveness and redemtion.

Which leads me to this, our only chance at peace in this broken and fragmented world is if we will Forgive one another.

God brought peace to us through forgiveness, and he expects us to do the same. But too often we are like the unmerciful servant.

Forgiveness will pave the path to peace. True forgiveness is available through honest and deep connections. When we’ve been wronged or hurt, we arenot willing to engage in deeper connections, often in fear of being hurt more. And that is fair, I understand. It appears that our lack of forgivness, and our lack of love for one another through trials and struggles comes back to our perdictament with being spread too thin as it is.

We are spread so thin, we’re like butter on a dry piece of toast. We have so little of us to invest in our relationships. We have so many connections that we have few of them would we consider good.

We don’t, then, have the relationships established to extend genuine, heartfelt forgiveness.

Finally, we will bear more of the fruit of peace when we recognize that we need our Christian brothers and sisters around us to examine our lives and correct us when we are in the wrong. It is in admonishing one another that there will be peace. But it is contingent on a body of believers in Christ who realize its importance.

“Jesus did ont come to bring a cheap peace, nor did Jesus come to turn a blind eye to deep-rooted problems or divisions. Althougha cease-fire may be preferable to all-out war, a cease-fire is not peace. Indeed, Jesus clearly states that on one level his coming will not bring peace but division: “ Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three” (Like 12:51-52 and Matthew 10:34). Jesus doesn’t say what we would have liked for him to have said, “My coming has abolished any need for conflict and confrontation. I just want you all to live in harmony, so feel free simply to ignore each other’s shortcomings and faults (and your own!) and above everything else, be nice to each other.”

Jesus did not come to bring a cheap peace

We are baptized into the body of Christ, we are a new creation, we are forgiven our sins, washed in the blood of Christ, we are unifedtogether in a bond of peace. These are not empty promises of God, they are the actualization of our faith, our confession in Jesus Christ. May we 

Sermon
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Build one another up – do what we must to establish Peace

Romans 14:19 – “Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.” In dealing with causing others to stumble, Paul advocates for mutual edification, building up, not tearing down.

Peace – Righteousness –Peace cycle

James 3:16-18 – specifically 18 “Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.

Shalom – refers to the stae of well-being, wholeness and harmony that infuses all of one’s relationships.

Peace is a way of life, it is not confined to the individual, for instance “peace of mind”, rather it’s spoken of in scripture as  a “way of peace” (Luke 1:79 & Romans 3:17)

As people experience Jesus throughout the New Testament, when they encounter Jesus, they gain peace.

As Paul recounts in Ephesians 2:13-22 we see Jesus as our Peace, making Peace and Proclaiming Peace

In this passage we are informed of the reconciling nature of Jesus’ mission to unite two parties that were divisive and hostile towards one another. Because Jesus made Peace, he became the Prince of Peace.

Those who make peace in this age, would be known as the Children of God

The church should embody that peace as instructed in Colossians 3:14-15

Romans 12:14-19 calls for us to model the life of Jesus that refused to enter into the perpetuating cycle of sin-violence-vengeance-death. 

Jesus, as James teaches, would rather we engage in a new cycle peace-righteousness-peace. God’s reconciling work brings peace, which enables us to live righteously before God and at peace with one another. So as James suggests the fruit of righteousness grows when the seed of peace is sown, suggesting that the relationship between peace and righteousness is not strictly a one-way affair. Righteousness leads to peace, but peace also leads to righteousness.

Pursue Peace – Psalm 34:14; 2 Tim 2:22; 1 Peter 3:11; 2 Peter 3:14; cf Romans 14:19

Obstacles to the life of peace

Fragmentation – Socially Saturated lives – Compartmentalization – Right’s Language

We are Fragmented, broken, separated, spread thin, spread out and split up

We live socialy saturated that keep us from living socially pleasing and meaningful lives

Take this object lesson to heart

When I was a child, I could invest wholly and completely in a few relationships – Mom, Dad, Brother, Grandparents, Family Friends, Daycare kids (Poor water in two glasses marked “Family” & “Friends”

Then I went to school, there I made more friends

School teacher, homework, classmates

Make a School glass

Then I went to middle school, I was involved in sports and band, in addition to everything else

Then High School and I joined all kinds of things, more friends, more sports

But also added work with my dad

Who come with more people, more information, more connections

In went further – Went to College, made new friends, more homework, more classmate, more connections, more and more people, roommates, and more teachers

Class work, social events, sports, hanging out, work, family, friends, somewhere in there study…

Then I decided to get married – another member to family

Then I graduated, Got married, started working at a church, more friends, more neighbors more work, more study, more, more, more.

Do you begin to see why we get so spread thin, then we joined some crazy website called facebook and decided that every friend we ever made and every aquaintance we’ve ever had and could possibly know, and put them all in a contact form and said it would be a good thing to be able to connect with every last one of them. We must be insane.

By having so many relationships, we’ve made it difficult to have any genuine relationship at all. The condition is called “Multiphrenia,” I call it crazy.

It’s Crazy to think that we could have anything to give to people in genuine relationship, in genuine love by spreading ourselves so thin, pouring ourselves into so much, and believing we have anything to offer another human with any sort of value or worth.

What does this have to do with peace? Well everything really, we won’t experience, or we will at least have a difficult time experiencing peace in such a fragmented world, with fragmented lives? Peace is wholeness, and so long as we are broken, so long as we have nothing to offer one another, we won’t have peace.

In Larry Crabb’s work, Connection, this Christian Psychologist offers this thesis “When two people connect…something is poured out of one and into the other that has the power to heal the soul of its deepest wounds and restore it to health… But it rarely happens.”

If we would truly connect, at the deepest levels, those relationships would bring healing in themselves. However, in our socially saturated present, we often lack the time required for this.

500 million people are active on facebook. 50% are active each day. 

People are spending over 700 billion minutes per month on facebook

The average user has 130 friends

If you decided to spend 5 minutes for each friend in a week, you would use up 11 hours of your week connecting with 130 friends. And 5 minutes hardly seems like enough tot truly “Connect.”

We’ve over connected, and there is nothing left to genuinely connect with one another on the deepest of human levels.

When I look to the life of Jesus I see someone who decided that it was most important to connect to 12 well than thousands hardly at all. He chose 12 men to follow him and learn his ways, twelve men that would turn into 11 who would take the gospel, his message, his ways, to the world.

We would be wise too, to invest our time in others, and connect with a few well, than many not well at all.

We Have a tendency, within this fragmentation, to compartmentalize everything.

We separate our time, our energies, our efforts for specific things.

We have our time to work, we have our time to play, we have our time for church, we have our time to reflect, our time to do what we want, our time to do what others want us to do for them.

We compartmentalize everything and in that we often neglect Christ’s call on our life. There have been many Christians in our day who have set their beliefs aside in their workplace to accomplish their desired goal.

The same can be said of our sport and leaisure time.

We leave our church/religious time for Sunday’s, and can be completely different people any other day of the week.

WE set aside the teaching of Paul in Galatians who teaches us that “I was crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” That doesn’t mean part of the week, part of our day when we are getting ready in the morning, that’s all day, all night, ever day, 24/7/365 we live our life for him. We don’t compartmentalize our faith, we implement our faith in all we do.

Right’s language – I have the right to do anything? What’s right for me is right for me, what is right for you is right for you?

I have the right to abort my baby, that is the freedom of this Country, to have a freedom to choose

But what about the baby’s right to life? Doesn’t the baby have a righ?

Or the homosexuality issues of today, it’s all about Rights language, looking for the same rights as heterosexuals.

Or the Muslim Mosque debate – they have the right to build a Mosque under the freedom of Religion, but there are a lot of people who feel their rights would be offended, squashed, spat upon if they built the mosque so close to the tragic events of 9/11 took place.

Do you see how “Right’s language” thwarts any effort for peace?

So how do we cultivate peace?

Baptism – 1 Corinthians 12:13

Edifying one another – Romans 14:19 & Phil 2:4-5

Admonishing one another - “Jesus did ont come to bring a cheap peace, nor did Jesus come to turn a blind eye to deep-rooted problems or divisions. Althougha cease-fire may be preferable to all-out war, a cease-fire is not peace. Indeed, Jesus clearly states that on one level his coming will not bring peace but division: “ Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three” (Like 12:51-52 and Matthew 10:34). Jesus doesn’t say what we would have liked for him to have said, “My coming has abolished any need for conflict and confrontation. I just want you all to live in harmony, so feel free simply to ignore each other’s shortcomings and faults (and your own!) and above everything else, be nice to each other.”

Jesus did not come to bring a cheap peace

