God is Faithful towards us

1 Corinthians 1:9 “God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord

 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.

2 Thessalonians 3:3 “But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one.”

Deuteronomy 7:9 “Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commandments.”

Psalm 100:5 “For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 
   his faithfulness continues through all generations.” CR 119:90

God’s people are called to be faithful toward him

Matthew 25:21 ““His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’”

AS you will see, the resounding message of Scripture is God is the faithful God.

In the often complex and winding story of the nation of Israel, the resounding message is of a faithful God whose love endures forever.

Deuteronomy 29:5 “Yet the LORD says, “During the forty years that I led you through the wilderness, your clothes did not wear out, nor did the sandals on your feet.”

Manna provided a meal for the Israelites during the journey from Egypt to the Promise Land. Their clothing didn’t wear out. God’s faithful presence never left them, he remained among them as a pillar of Cloud and Fire by day and night.

A Sampling of the Psalms tells us much of the faithfulness of God

Psalm 100:5 “For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.”

Psalm 108:8 “For great is your love, higher than the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies.

146:6 – He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 
   the sea, and everything in them— 
   he remains faithful forever.
36:5 – “Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens, 
   your faithfulness to the skies.”
In Lamentations 3:22-24 “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail .They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.”

Even in our faithlessness, God remains faithful 

2 Timothy 2:13 “if we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.”

“What if some were unfaithful? Will their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? By no means! Although everyone is a liar, let God be proved true. Romans 3:3-4

God is faithful to forgive our sins 1 John 1:9 “9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Luke 5:20 – “When Jesus saw the faith, of the paralytics friend’s, who lowered him from the rooftop, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”” 

In Luke 7, we see the shining example of faithfulness from an unlikely source, to the point where it seems to surprise even Jesus. The Centurion heard Jesus healing the sick, so he sent his servants for Jesus. He later stopped Jesus from coming any closer out of his own unworthiness and asked Jesus to do his thing from a distance. He believed. Jesus commends the Centurion’s faith, Luke 7:9 “When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.”

The usage of pistis “faith” & pisteuo ”to believe” varies in Scripture, it appears that in the Gospel of Luke, these words suggest a reliance on another to provide something one cannot provide for himself. For instance, the Centurion understood Jesus power to heal, which revealed his faith in Jesus to do something that he himself couldn’t do on his own.

Perhaps the most interesting and compelling example of God’s faithfulness may be found in the book of Hosea. The theme of Hosea is this: even in the midst of Israel’s unfaithfulness, God remains faithful. God went as far as telling Hosea, his prophet, to marry Gomer a prostitute. That seems like a strange thing to do, but God uses the marriage of Hosea and Gomer to reveal the character of his own faithfulness. Even in Gomer’s previous unfaithfulness, and later unfaithfulness, Hosea remained faithful towards her. This is a dramatic representation of God’s faithfulness towards his people Israel. And even still today, it is a hope filled message for the church, that even in the midst of our own unfaithfulness, God remains faithful.

To take the point even further that our God is faithful, even in the midst of our unfaithfulness we may be wise to look even further at the Psalms. The Generations before us are described as a “stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God” Psalm 78:8

“Like Israel, our unfaithfulness often stems from our lack of faith or trust in God. The wilderness experience of Israel is a stark reminder of how easily we doubt God’s providential care, even in the face of powerful testimony to God’s faithfulness. “

As described in Scripture, God is the God of Reliability, steadfastness, constancy, fidelity, dependability and trustworthiness.

Can the same be said of the Children of God?

We would be wise to take a look at what threatens the fruit of faithfulness in a world like ours.

Disposability – Planned Obsolescence, Disposable plates – our unwillingness to be “Put out.”  We tend to look at our things (and people) at our convenience. WE value and keep things around so long as they remain useful and convenient for our purposes. – Power Point on Obsolete

Mobility – PODS – increased Mobility and our unwillingness to “get hurt” – before we find ourselves investing in others, we want to make certain they aren’t going anywhere. We step out in faith, in friendships, so long as we know that they aren’t going anywhere. Why would we want to open ourselves to hurt and pain, or subject ourselves to loss if we know full that 

Avoiding Commitment – I do it with basketball – I am wishy-washy about basketball – too many things can happen, stay up late, not get to sleep, not want to get up, Oliver wake up – for me to commit to going to basketball in the mornings.

Some say the same for Sunday morning worship

The decline in marriages can be attributed to our unwillingness to make commitments. The increase in cohabitation can be attributed to this as well. We want to try things out, try before you buy.

What’s our way out of this mess?

We need to make good use of the resources God has given us:

Practicing his Presence – God is here, right now,. He promises such, when we gather. We are encouraged to be faithful in the midst of God’s faithfulness.

Make Promises – God is a promise making God and we in turn, as his people also ought be promise making and keeping people. We elevate our unwillingness to make promises into a good thing. We keep our options open so as to not disappoint those whom we might enter and break a commitment with. WE would be wise to start making promises, and honoring those promises.

One of the rare places we still make promises is at a wedding. We stand before one another, friends, family and God and make a lifelong commitment/covenant together. Marriage has taken a beating of late. Divorce Rate, Cohabitation rate all increased. 

Tell the Truth – We must be willing to tell the truth to one another. Is there someone in your life that you have to walk on the proverbial eggshells with because you are afraid if you tell the truth, are honest with them, they may no longer be your friend?

It’s a sign of a lack of faithfulness and dependability that we can’t tell one another the truth. Do you feel like you can tell the truth to your spouse? How about a close friend? How about fellow members of the church?

The church should be a place where we can tell someone the honest truth and not fear retaliation or heartbreak and separation. When we place our membership in the church, we ought view it more than just a consumer choice, like I’ll go here so long as they make me happy and fulfill my needs. We aren’t making a consumer choice but a commitment to this particular body of believers.

The path ahead of us is a difficult one. Cultivating the fruit of faithfulness may very well be the most difficult to cultivate in a world like ours. Perhaps so much threatens faithfulness because Satan knows well the significance and power of even the smallest bit of faith, say the size of a mustard seed.

Perhaps we would be wise to leave here this morning thinking seriously about what actually is the object of our faithfulness. Are we faithful to God, our spouses, our employers, or this country?

What happens when faithfulness to one means compromise in another? What if faithfulness to country means wielding a weapon? In our faithfulness to our employer’s have we forsaken our family? What about faithfulness to ourselves? It seems we have no problem being loyal to our wants, our desires, our ways, does that ever compromise our faithfulness to God? 

Perhaps faithfulness to God isn’t as easy as one might hope. What does it look like to truly be faithful to God? Perhaps that’s the purpose of reading our Bibles, that we may truly see what faithfulness is, and join the story of being faithful to a God who is always faithful to us. May we be continue to be students of God’s Truth, that we may follow the faithful One, Jesus Christ our Lord.

I leave you this morning with the encouraging words of Hebrews 10:23 “Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.”

