Jesus Christ is not only the King we need, but also a King that God is pleased with. We should choose to trust in him and make him our master, our Lord. His Kingdom is available to all who choose to call him Lord and live their life for Him.

If we had to have a king, what should he do? Who should he be?

Deuteronomy 17:14-20

He believes in the authority God – he is an Israelite

He must remain above the influence of pagan nations

He must not have many wives

He must not have large amounts of silver and gold

He must always take the law (Torah) with him, that he may learn to revere the Lord his God and follow the decrees

1 Samuel 8 – the people of God ask for a king, as other nations have.

Saul, the first king of Israel, was a king chosen by men, for the sake of men, to please men. He fails, is disobedient to the commands of God. 

1 Samuel 16 – God appoints David the heir to the throne. He rules, expands and unites the Kingdom. His appointed heir to throne was Solomon.

As for Solomon, as king, he did everything God said a King of his wasn’t supposed to do. For as wise as Solomon was, he neglected the teaching of Deuteronomy 17.

As God instructed his people to limit the gold and silver – Solomon received 23 metric tons yearly. That’s approximately 1.1 Billion dollars a year in our standards.

He had hundreds of wives and horses, compromising his Israelite identity.

Solomon – the wisest man ever to live, the wisest king of all the world, yet look at what he did:

The weight of the gold that Solomon received yearly was 666 talents – 23 metric tons of Gold – HOW MUCH IS THAT IN Today’s STANDARDS!!!??? 1.1 Billion Dollars a YEAR

 2 Chronicles 9:13 – Deut 17:17b

Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve thousand horses – 2 Chronicles 9:25 – Deuteronomy 17:16a

He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines – mistresses 1 Kings 11:3 – Deuteronomy 17:17a

The best, the wisest the world ever had to offer was Solomon. As the news of his wisdom spread, as his popularity rose, so did his wealth. As his influence increased, so did the desires of his flesh, and he wanted more and more influence, growing his power through marriage. He was a magnificent king by the standards of the world.

Let Solomon represent the fallen world, of fallen kingdoms. We still see today, the same struggles that conquered the wisest of men Solomon, conquer lesser men in our world today. We see it happen on a daily basis in Washington, in other countries, in the business world. As wise men grow in influence, corruption soon follows. The best kings this world has to offer are men far more concerned with wealth, power and influence.

The story of Christmas offers us a far superior option for a king. We have made available to us, through the grace of God, a new King, and a far better King. A King who remains faithful and humble, even as his influence drastically increased. 

He is the King of Kings, Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 2:1-12

The Magi, or wise men, who came from the east, the into Jerusalem they asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”

When Herod heard of this coming King, this new ruler, he wanted to know where this king was. The teacher’s of the law and chief priests told Herod the prophecy of a Messiah coming from Bethlehem.

“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”

When they finally arrived before Jesus, we don’t know how long this took by the way. In the movies, Jesus is born, then the wise men show up nearly immediately. The text says “at the house” so he wasn’t in the manger any longer, that we know. Anyways – the point is they came before this small child, and honored him as King.

Later, towards the end of Jesus’ life, he reveals the very purpose in his coming.

As the Jewish leaders were trying to get rid of Jesus, permanently, they had to hand him over to Pilate, for their laws didn’t allow execution. They needed Pilates condemnation, or another Roman official.

John 18:33-37

Pilate inquired of Jesus “Are you the king of the Jews?

To which Jesus replied “Is that your own idea, or did others talk to you about me?”

Pilates responds, “Am I a Jew? What did you do that the chief priests handed you over to me?”

Jesus replies, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”

Pilate “You are a king then!

Jesus “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

Pilate seems convinced that Jesus is in fact, a king, he’s just not sure of what.

What do we do with the gift of a king? For the Magi, it was to find him and worship him.

It seems that the appropriate response to such a gift is to follow the lead of the Magi. To find him, to bow before him, and offer him splendid gifts. The meager gifts we may offer the king of Kings is not merely trivial things of this life, but our complete and total allegiance.

It seems much threatens our allegiance to Christ, to the King of Kings. It appears we are often unwilling to trust fully and completely in him.

May we return quickly to the book of Deuteronomy, and be reminded of just what kind of King we are giving our allegiance.

In the instructions of choosing a king for Israelites, it was important that the potential king, be an unmarried, Israelite, unadulterated by the world, not bent on accumulating wealth. When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law. As Hebrews 8:10 reminds us of the words of Jeremiah “This is the covenant I will establish with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will they teach their neighbors, or say to one another, ‘know the Lord’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

It seems that Jesus has fulfilled the requirements of kingship, and then some. For he is of royal descent, from the line of David. Jesus, an unmarried, Israelite, never, at all seemed captivated by money, and the acquisition of wealth and power. When the crowds tried forcing him into power, he excused himself and fled from the situation. While he often associated with the socially unacceptable, he remained pure and holy, devoted to God.

Jesus is not just the king of the Jews as the Roman soldiers mock, he is the king of Kings, whose kingdom last forever, who’s thrown never ceases. 

So what is left for us? What king will you choose? We are given at the birth of Christ a new king, one who descends of Davidic royalty, offering a way of hope and salvation for all who trust in him. There doesn’t appear to be any other feasible option. Is there any other in this world, worthy of our allegiances and life?

This all seems really great, doesn’t it? A great and wonderful king that is both righteous and humble, who cares for his people, who even lays down his life for the sake of others.

Wow, what a king!

But sometimes, we give our loyalties to other kings, figuratively and literally. Sometimes, we put our trust in politics, we give our allegiances to democracy, hoping for the best. We give our allegiances to country. We give our allegiances to the flag. We give our allegiance to our desires, to our will, to our way, believing all the while that we are also loyal to Jesus the king. What is even more remarkable is we can do all of that and think we are good and upright citizens of God’s kingdom because we show up to church. 

Look at your life, does God have your allegiance? Is Jesus your King, your Master, your Lord? I ashamedly admit that he often is not my king, rather, I try reverse the role and make him believe I am His. It is no more evident then in how I pray and what I pray. God give me…are often the words from my mouth, not God, I adore you. 

Who will your master be?

Remember this holiday season, who you belong to, who your king is, and where your allegiances lie. For we serve a merciful and mighty king, who has given his life for you. 

I think what we find in this life is that it isn’t as easy as we would like it to be. Following the Magi’s lead, in offering worship and gifts to Jesus, isn’t as simple when we have yet to deal with our pride and selfishness.

If we learn anything at all, it is in the Magi’s diligence. Their diligence, steadfastness to find him, worship him, and give him gifts. Maybe you’ve been going through the motions, even calling Christ your king, but not following through of late – be diligent as the Magi, seek him, worship him, love him.

Maybe it’s been a long time since you’ve made the commitment and became the subject of Christ’s Lordship, and you’ve fallen into some irreverent habits – seek him, worship him, give him your love.

Maybe you’ve never made Christ your king and you want to change your life forever, you want to make him your king, and give him your complete and total allegiance.

Seek him, worship him, love him.

While you may leave here unchanged, maybe thinking this was a good sermon, bad sermon, or you didn’t listen enough to make a determination on either…don’t leave here and do nothing.

If Christ is your King, seek his will today, worship him with how you live your life, and love him with all that you are. Set aside the sin that so easily entangles, and take up Christ. Become a servant of Christ today, a minister of his Gospel, sharing the hope of his glorious Kingdom.

What will we do with an invitation from the King? Will we follow, trust, and give our complete and total allegiance to the king of Kings?

This is the king that you have given your allegiance too, he forgives us and remembers our sins no-more. In this kingdom, with this king, we have hope. But let us get a glimpse of that kind of hope. This king, forgives – and this forgiveness is available to all. Dallas Willard captures it well:

· The flunk-outs and drop-outs and burned-outs.

· The broke and the broken.

· The drug heads and the divorced.

· The HIV-positive and herpes-ridden.

· The brain-damaged, the incurably ill.

· The barren and the pregnant too-many-times or at the wrong time.

· The overemployed, the underemployed, the unemployed. The unemployable.

· The swindled, the shoved aside, the replaced.

· The parents with children living on the street, the children with parents not dying in the “rest” home.

· The lonely, the incompetent, the stupid.

· The emotionally starved or emotionally dead. And on and on and on.

Is it true that “Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal?” It is true!… Jesus offers to all such people as these the present blessedness of the present kingdom—regardless of circumstances…. Even the moral disasters will be received by God as they come to rely on Jesus, count on him, and make him their companion in his kingdom.

· Murderers and child-molesters.

· The brutal and the bigoted.

· Drug lords and pornographers.

· War criminals and sadists.

· Terrorists.

· The perverted and the filthy and the filthy rich.

· The David Berkowitzs (“Son of Sam”), Jeffrey Dahmers, and Colonel Noriegas.

Can’t we feel some sympathy for Jesus’ contemporaries, who huffed at him, “This man is cordial to sinners, and even eats with them!” Sometimes I feel I don’t really want the kingdom to be open to such people. But it is. That is the heart of God….

If I, as a recovering sinner myself, accept Jesus’ good news, I can go to the mass murderer and say, “You can be blessed in the kingdom of the heavens. There is forgiveness that knows no limits.”

· To the pederast and the perpetrator of incest.

· To the worshiper of Satan.

· To those who rob the aged and weak.

· To the cheat and the liar, the bloodsucker and the vengeful: Blessed! Blessed! Blessed! As they flee into the arms of The Kingdom Among Us.

— Dallas Willard
